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�(�D�U�W�K���L�V���W�K�H���R�Q�O�\���S�O�D�Q�H�W���N�Q�R�Z�Q���W�R���V�X�S�S�R�U�W��
life—but questions still remain about 
�Z�K�H�W�K�H�U���R�U���Q�R�W���U�R�F�N�\���S�O�D�Q�H�W�V���O�L�N�H���0�D�U�V��
could have been habitable in the past.

�7�K�H���V�P�D�O�O�H�U���E�R�G�L�H�V�³�G�Z�D�U�I��
planets, asteroids, and 
comets—have shed light on 
the early Solar System, the 
formation of the planets, 
and the molecules that 
�F�R�X�O�G���K�D�Y�H���V�H�H�G�H�G���O�L�I�H�·�V��
origins on the early Earth.

Gathering data on the rocky 
�S�O�D�Q�H�W�V���K�D�V���D�O�O�R�Z�H�G���D�V�W�U�R-
biologists to compare their 
environments to Earth, 
�S�U�R�Y�L�G�L�Q�J���F�O�X�H�V���D�E�R�X�W���Z�K�D�W��
makes our planet capable of 
supporting life.

Beyond the Main Asteroid Belt lie 
planets that are vastly different 
from the rocky bodies that orbit 
closer to the Sun. The outer Solar 
System is a realm of gas giants and 
frozen balls of ice and rock.

�3�L�R�Q�H�H�U�����������O�D�X�Q�F�K�H�G���L�Q���������������Z�D�V
�W�K�H���W�K�H���À�U�V�W���V�S�D�F�H�F�U�D�I�W���W�R���S�X�Q�F�K
through the asteroid belt, and
ushered in the exploration of our
�V�R�O�D�U���V�\�V�W�H�P�·�V���I�X�U�W�K�H�V�W���D�Q�G
darkest corners...

Next issue...

Missions to the Outer Solar System!
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